
he US sanctions against Huawei in 2019 
marked a turning point in the global 

technology landscape, particularly impacting 
wireless communication. These sanctions led 
to Huawei's exclusion from international 
standardization groups like the Bluetooth SIG, 
sparking a push towards technological 
self-reliance in China. Huawei's response was 
the development of its own near-range wireless 
communication technology, initially known as 
Greentooth and later rebranded as NearLink 
under the SparkLink Alliance.
This August, Huawei's launch of the Mate 60, 
its first major smartphone since the Honor 
split, and the MatePad Pro 13.2 with NearLink 
technology, highlighted its shift towards 
self-reliance. Selling 1.6 million Mate 60 Pro 
units in six weeks, Huawei declared a 
"high-end smartphone renaissance." Remark-
ably, 400,000 of these were sold in just two 
weeks, overlapping with Apple's iPhone 15 
launch in China, where it experienced a 4.5% 
sales decrease compared to the iPhone 14, 
emphasizing the Mate 60 Pro's market appeal.
NearLink delivers strategic advantages, 
surpassing Bluetooth's reliance on dated 
techniques. It incorporates cutting-edge 5G 
innovations including advanced antennas, 
improved multiplexing, HARQ, more MIMO 
streams, built-in support for DTX/DRX, and 
faster ZUC security algorithms, considerably 
enhancing power efficiency, capacity, and 
latency, and therefore equipping it to handle a 
diverse range of IoT devices effectively. Such 
versatility makes it suitable for various 
applications, from consumer electronics to 
smart homes and industrial uses.
The development also signifies a shift in the 
global power play, reflecting China's 
determination to standardize its technologies 
and reduce reliance on Western-led 
ecosystems. This trend towards technological 
bifurcation is evident in China's speedy 
advancements in 5G/6G and now NearLink, 
marking a new era in China's tech landscape.
NearLink’s challenge lies more in geopolitics 
than technology. There are concerns about 
NearLink potentially being used for 
surveillance by the Chinese government. This 
may hinder its global adoption, mirroring the 
West's efforts to exclude Huawei from 5G 
infrastructure. Nevertheless, Huawei's pursuit 
of a self-reliant technology pathway signals a 
decoupling in US-China technology relations 
and a departure from international standardiza-
tion processes, where the corporate West may 
favor the status quo and hinder progress.
Contrasting with 3GPP, managed by ETSI in 
France and part of Europe's leadership in 
global standardization including the ISO in 
Switzerland, the US-based Bluetooth and 
China's Greentooth represent a direct competi-
tion. Amid US pressures, the emergence of the 
China-exclusive wireless standard, spearhead-
ed by Huawei and Chinese firms, introduces 
the prospect of a parallel form of network-
ing—closed and insular. This challenges 
traditional monitoring and influence from the 
West and prompts critical considerations for 
governments and multinational companies.
Huawei's NearLink, evolving from conceptual 
Greentooth to commercial success in just two 
years, marks China's technological ambition. It 
also stresses a change that persists irrespective 
of external factors, reshaping the global tech 
landscape enduringly and profoundly.
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